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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 19 October 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The operation section 300 in Fig. 1 is coupled to a digital copying 
machine as shown in Fig. 1 . The digital copying machine consists of a facsimile with 
modem (reads on a modem, col. 7, lines 47-49), a scanner section 100 (col. 6, lines 17- 
19), and a PC card (reads on memory card reader, col. 6, lines 23-24). Thus the 
operation section 300 in Fig. 1 is coupled to all three devices claimed by Applicant, It is 
inherent that a user of the digital copying machine can select an image that was (1 ) 
scanned by the scanner, (2) received via facsimile, and/or (3) taken from a PC card. 
Therefore, the digital copying machine of Fig. 1 is operable to select an image from one 
of said devices. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 20, 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



anticipated by Murata (USPN 6,330,067 B1). 
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With respect to claim 1, Murata discloses a facsimile (digital copier of Fig. 1 
capable of facsimile transmission, col. 2, lines 1-7) comprising: 

a scanner (image scanner section 100, col. 6, line 25-28) for capturing an image; 

a memory card reader (PC card slot 89, col. 3, line 23) for reading image data 
from memory card; 

a modem (modem 87, col. 7, lines 47-49) for modulating and demodulating 
image information into and from the data that can be transmitted and received through a 
communication line (a public network, col. 7, line 49); 

an operating unit (operation section 300 with CPU 85 controls functions of the 
copy machine of Fig. 1 , col. 6, lines 22-24) operable to be coupled to the memory card 
reader, the modem, and the scanner, the operating unit being operable to select an 
image from one of the memory card, the communication line, and the scanner 
( operation section 300 with CPU 85 can select an image from (1) a memory card, (2) an 
incoming facsimile, and (3) a scanned image, and see Fig. 1); and 

a printing unit (laser printer section 200 of the digital copier can print an image 
from any of scanner 100, PC Card slot 89, and a facsimile from a public network, col. 6, 
lines 29-36) for printing the selected image, according to an instruction from said 
operating unit (operation section 300 with CPU 85). 

With respect to claim 20, Murata discloses a facsimile according to claim 1 , 
wherein said printing unit prints, according to an instruction from said operating unit, 
information corresponding to the image data read out from said memory card (laser 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,270 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2626 

printer section 200 of the digital copier can print an image from any of scanner 100, PC 
Card slot 89, and a facsimile from a public network, col. 6, lines 29-36). 

With respect to claim 21 , Murata discloses a facsimile apparatus further 
comprising a display for displaying the information corresponding to the image data 
read out from said memory card (display monitor (see Fig. 16) of a personal computer 
121 can directly use image reader 120 online. Also, image reader 120 comprises a PC 
card insertion opening where a memory card 124 is installed in and removed from, col. 
15, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 23, Murata discloses a facsimile according to claim 1, 
wherein the memory card is detachable (user pulls out the memory card storing the print 
job command file and the image data file from the user's personal computer and inserts 
the memory card into PC card slot 89 , col. 10, lines 10-13) from said facsimile. 
3. Claims 11-15, 17, 19, 24-29 and 33-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Tomat et al (USPN 6,784,925 B1 ). 

With respect to claim 11, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
(computer system 1, see Fig. 1) comprising: 

a memory card reader, for loading and unloading a memory card and reading 
image data from said memory card (digital camera 14 reads images stored in the 
memory within the removable camera memory card col. 10, lines 23-34); 

a receiver (Computer system 1, col. 6, lines 1-8) for receiving image information 
through a communication line (network connection 9, WWW connection 10, col. 6, line 
2); 
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an operating unit (fixed disk 6 contains applications (toolbox, port monitor, etc.) 
necessary to select and retrieve images from connected sources , col. 6, lines 1-8; In 
addition, Examiner notes that Tomat et al also disclose the use of TWAIN which links 
applications and image acquisition devices) operable to be coupled to the memory card 
reader and the receiver, the operating unit being operable to select an image from one 
of said memory card and said communication line; and 

a printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1 and col. 6, lines 3-5) for printing the selected 

image. 

With respect to claim 12, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 24, wherein the information corresponding to the image data read out 
from said memory card comprises at least one thumbnail corresponding to the image 
data read out from said memory card (files stored in camera memory 36 can be 
downloaded to an external device via I/O port 37. According to the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, and as described above, microprocessor 35 stores a 
captured photo in camera memory 36 as a full-resolution image file in JPEG format, and 
also as a thumbnail resolution, col. 7, lines 5-11). 

With respect to claim 13, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 12, comprising a display (see monitor 2 of computer system 1 , and 
Fig. 22) for displaying at least one thumbnail, and 

a controller (computer system 1 with keyboard 4 and mouse 5, see Fig. 1) 
operable to select a specific thumbnail from said at least one thumbnail displayed on 
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said display (from the display of monitor 2 of computer system 1 , and see Fig. 22) with 
said operating unit. 

With respect to claim 14, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 13, wherein said operation unit is operable to allow the printing unit 
to print the image corresponding to the specific thumbnail after said printing unit prints 
said at least one thumbnail (options 182 and 183 respectively provide a user with 
printout of small thumbnail images and large thumbnail images on contact sheet, col. 
13, lines 47-49). 

With respect to claim 15, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 13,further comprising numeric keys for selecting the specific 
thumbnail (see Fig. 22, where Examiner notes that the numbered thumbnails can 
inherently be selected with the numbered keys of a keyboard 4, or even selected with a 
mouse 5). 

With respect to claim 17, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 1 1 , further comprising an image data format converter for converting 
the image data stored in said memory card into data conforming to the ITU-T T.81 
Standard (Save Photo input area 134 determines a format to which a downloaded 
JPEG photo file will be converted prior to saving. Area 134 includes a pull-down button 
for displaying a list of possible image formats. In a preferred embodiment, the provided 
formats consist of: native camera format; Windows bitmap (* bmp); JPEG (* jpg); TIFF 
uncompressed (* tif); and Flashpix (*.fpx), col. 12, lines 6-13). 
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With respect to claim 19, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal according to 
claim 1 1 , further comprising an image data format converter for converting a JPEG 
image data in a JFIF format of TIFF into data conforming to the ITU-T T.81 Standard 
(Save Photo input area 134 determines a format to which a downloaded JPEG photo 
file will be converted prior to saving. Area 134 includes a pull-down button for 
displaying a list of possible image formats. In a preferred embodiment, the provided 
formats consist of: native camera format; Windows bitmap (* bmp); JPEG (*.jpg); TIFF 
uncompressed (* tif); and Flashpix (*fpx), col. 12, lines 6-13). 

With respect to claim 24, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 11, wherein said printing unit prints information corresponding to the 
image data read out from said memory card (fixed disk 6 contains applications 
necessary to select and retrieve images from connected sources and send to printer 12 
thereafter col. 6, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 25, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 24, further comprising a display (see monitor 2 of computer system 
1 , and Fig. 22) operable to display the information corresponding to the image data read 
out from said memory card. 

With respect to claim 26, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 13, wherein said controller is operable to automatically control said 
display for allowing said display to display said at least one thumbnail if said operation 
unit selects the image from the memory card (see Fig. 22). 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,270 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2626 

With respect to claim 27, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 12, further comprising a display (see monitor 2 of computer system 
1, and Fig. 22) for displaying said at least one thumbnail. 

With respect to claim 28, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 11, wherein said printing unit prints a detailed image of the image 
data (quality area 370 allows a user to determine the print quality of images printed on 
the contact sheet. Quick print option 372 prints thumbnail image files of the photo 
groups selected in photo range area 355, after scaling the files using image up- 
sampling. Best Quality option 373 utilizes full-resolution image files that are down- 
sampled and therefore results in a slower but higher-quality printout than that achieved 
using option 372, col. 20, lines 56-63). 

With respect to claim 29, Tomat et al disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 1 1 , further comprising an image data format converter for converting 
the image data stored in said memory card into data in a format for a transmission via a 
telephone line (Save Photo input area 134 determines a format to which a downloaded 
JPEG photo file will be converted prior to saving. Area 134 includes a pull-down button 
for displaying a list of possible image formats. In a preferred embodiment, the provided 
formats consist of: native camera format; Windows bitmap (* bmp); JPEG (*.jpg); TIFF 
uncompressed (*.tif); and Flashpix (*.fpx), col. 12, lines 6-13, Examiner notes that TIFF 
is an example of an image format ready for fax transmission). 

With respect to claim 33, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile comprising: 
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a communication interface (Computer system 1, col. 6, lines 1-8) for transmitting and 
receiving image data through a telephone line (a network via network connection 9, col. 
5, lines 62-65); 

a scanner (scanner 11, see Fig. 1) for capturing image data; 

a memory card reader (camera 14, see Fig. 1) for reading image data from a 
memory card loaded to the memory card reader; and 

a printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1) operable to print the image data received by 
the communication interface, the image data captured by the scanner, and the image 
data read from the memory card; 

a controller (computer system 1 with keyboard 4 and mouse 5, see Fig. 1) 
operable to allow the printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1 ) to print information 
corresponding to the image data read from the memory card. 

With respect to claim 34, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 33, 
wherein the information comprises thumbnails of the image data (files stored in camera 
memory 36 can be downloaded to an external device via I/O port 37. According to the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, and as described above, microprocessor 35 
stores a captured photo in camera memory 36 as a full-resolution image file in JPEG 
format, and also as a thumbnail resolution, col. 7, lines 5-11). 

With respect to claim 35, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 33, 
wherein the information comprises thumbnails of the image data and respective 
numbers corresponding to the thumbnails (see Fig. 22 for screenshot of thumbnails with 
corresponding numbers). 
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With respect to claim 36, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 33, 
further comprising a display operable to display information about a printing operation 
by the printing unit (see screenshot of Fig. 19). 

With respect to claim 37, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 33, 
further comprising an operation unit for inputting a number indicating the image data to 
be printed by the printing unit (see Fig. 22, where Examiner notes that the numbered 
thumbnails can inherently be selected with the numbered keys of a keyboard 4 . or even 
selected with a mouse 5). 

With respect to claim 38, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 37, 
wherein the operation unit ( keyboard 4 ) comprises numeric keys for inputting the 
number, wherein the controller is operable to allow the printing unit to print the image 
data corresponding to the number input via the numeric keys (see Fig. 22, where 
Examiner notes that the numbered thumbnails can inherently be selected with the 
numbered keys of a keyboard 4 . or even selected with a mouse 5). 
4. Claims 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tomat 
et al (USPN 6,784,925 61). 

With respect to claim 30, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile comprising: 

a communication interface (Computer system 1 , col. 6, lines 1-8) for transmitting 
and receiving image data through a telephone line; 

a printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1) for printing image data; 

a memory card reader (camera 14, see Fig. 1) for reading image data from a 
memory card loaded to the memory card reader; and 
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an operation unit (computer system 1 with keyboard 4 and mouse 5 using 
installed software with display 2) operable to select one from: 

(a) allowing the communication interface to transmit the image data read from the 
memory card to the telephone line (Fig. 25 shows send capability of the computer 
system 1); and 

(b) allowing the printing unit to print the image data read from the memory card 
(fixed disk 6 contains applications (toolbox, port monitor, etc.) necessary to select and 
retrieve images from connected sources , col. 6, lines 1-8 and send to the printer 12; In 
addition, Examiner notes that Tomat et al also disclose the use of TWAIN which links 
applications and image acquisition devices). 

With respect to claim 31 , Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 30, 
wherein the printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1) is operable to print information about the 
image data read from the memory card (see Fig. 19). 

make said printing unit (printer 31) print an image corresponding to the specific 
thumbnail (see Fig. 22, where Examiner notes that the numbered thumbnails can 
inherently be selected with the numbered keys of a keyboard 4 , or even selected with a 
mouse 5). 

With respect to claim 32, Tomat et al disclose a facsimile according to claim 30, 
wherein the printing unit (printer 12, see Fig. 1) is operable to print a thumbnail of the 
image data read from the memory card and information corresponding to the thumbnail 
(fixed disk 6 contains applications necessary to select and retrieve images from 
connected sources and send to printer 12 thereafter , col. 6, lines 1-8) also (see Fig. 22, 
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where Examiner notes that the numbered thumbnails can inherently be selected with 
the numbered keys of a keyboard 4 , or even selected with a mouse 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Murata (USPN 6,330,067 B1) in view of Yokoyama (USPN 6,166,826). 

With respect to claim 2, Murata does not disclose a facsimile according to claim 

20, wherein the information corresponding to the image data read out from said memory 

card comprises at least one thumbnail corresponding to the image data read out from 

said memory card. Yokoyama discloses that image data can also be input to the 

printing apparatus 1 with a memory card storing the image data. Yokoyama discloses 

an image data list file as shown in FIG. 9 displaying thumbnails 55, and see 

representative images 55 (thumbnails) shown in Fig. 16) corresponding to image files 

(e.g., Abc.EPS). Murata and Yokoyama are analogous art because they are from the 

similar problem solving area of image data display. At the time of the invention, it would 

have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 

Yokoyama to Murata in order to obtain a device capable of reading image data from a 
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memory card. The motivation for doing so would be to view data representative of a 
desired image. 

With respect to claim 3, Murata does not teach a facsimile that can select a 
specific thumbnail from said at least one thumbnail displayed on said display with said 
operating unit. Yokoyama teaches that at least one file can be selected from an image 
data list file as shown in FIG. 9 displaying thumbnails 55, and see representative 
images 55 (thumbnails) shown in Fig. 16; and make said printing unit (printer 31) print 
an image corresponding to the specific thumbnail (the desired file can be displayed or 
printed, col. 11, lines 20-25). Murata and Yokoyama are analogous art because they 
are from the similar problem solving area of image data display and output. At the time 
of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add 
the feature of Yokoyama to Murata in order to obtain a device capable of reading image 
data from a memory card and printing. The motivation for doing so would be to view 
data representative of a desired image before printing the image. 

With respect to claim 4, Murata does not teach a facsimile according to claim 3, 
wherein said controller is operable to select one from: 

allowing the printing unit to print the image corresponding to the specific 
thumbnail without printing said at least one thumbnail by the printing unit after said 
display displays said at least one thumbnail. Yokoyama teaches of an image data list 
file as shown in FIG. 9 displaying thumbnails 55, and see representative images 55 
(thumbnails) shown in Fig. 16 that can be selected for display 53 and printing 54. 
Murata and Yokoyama are analogous art because they are from the similar problem 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,270 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2626 

solving area of image data display and output. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
Yokoyama to Murata in order to obtain a device capable of reading image data from a 
memory card and printing. The motivation for doing so would be to view data 
representative of a desired image before printing the image. 

6. Claims 5, 6, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Murata (USPN 6,330,067 B1) in view of Yokoyama (USPN 6,166,826), and further 
in view of Tomat et al (USPN 6,784,925 B1 ). 

With respect to claim 5, Murata in view of Yokoyama do not disclose a facsimile 
according to claim 3, wherein said operating unit comprises numeric keys for selecting 
the specific thumbnail from said at least one thumbnail. Tomat et al teach of (computer 
system 1 with keyboard 4 and mouse 5 using installed software with display 2 and see 
Fig. 22, where Examiner notes that the numbered thumbnails can be selected with the 
numbered keys of a kevboard 4 , or even selected with a mouse 5. Murata and 
Yokoyama in view of Tomat et al are analogous art because they are from the similar 
problem solving area of image data display and output. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
Tomat et al to Murata in view of Yokoyama in order to obtain a device capable of 
selecting image data from a display of images. The motivation for doing so would be to 
select a specific image for processing. 

With respect to claim 6, Murata in view of Yokoyama do not disclose a facsimile 
according to claim 3, wherein said display displays a detailed image corresponding to 
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the specific thumbnail if said controller selects the specific thumbnail (quality area 370 
allows a user to determine the print quality of images printed on the contact sheet. 
Tomat et al teach of a Quick print option 372 that prints thumbnail image files of the 
photo groups selected in photo range area 355, after scaling the files using image up- 
sampling. Best Quality option 373 utilizes full-resolution image files that are down- 
sampled and therefore results in a slower but higher-quality printout than that achieved 
using option 372, col. 20, lines 56-63); and wherein said printing unit (printer 12) prints 
the detailed image according to an instruction from said operating unit (see Fig. 19). 
Murata and Yokoyama in view of Tomat et al are analogous art because they are from 
the similar problem solving area of image data display and output. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
feature of Tomat et al to Murata in view of Yokoyama in order to obtain a device 
capable of selecting image data from a display of images. The motivation for doing so 
would be to select a specific image for processing. 

With respect to claim 22, Murata in view of Yokoyama do not disclose a facsimile 
according to claim 3, wherein said controller is operable to automatically control said 
display for allowing said display to display said at least one thumbnail if said operation 
unit selects the image from the memory card. Tomat et al teach of displaying 
thumbnails from the display of monitor 2 of computer system 1 , and see Fig. 22. Murata 
and Yokoyama in view of Tomat et al are analogous art because they are from the 
similar problem solving area of image data display. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Tomat et 
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al to Murata in view of Yokoyama in order to obtain a device capable of displaying 
image data as thumbnails. The motivation for doing so would be to select a specific 
image for processing. 

7. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomat et 
al (USPN 6,784,925 B1) in view of Sakakibara (USPN 4,900,902). 

With respect to claim 18, Tomat et al does not disclose a communication terminal 
according to claim 1 1 , wherein said memory card is a secure digital (SD) memory card. 
Sakakibara teaches of a memory card where the identification codes for confidential 
communication are set in the card, thereby inhibiting reading of the data of the card 
before corresponding identification codes for confidential communication are input into 
the apparatus, col. 6, lines 35-43. Tomat et al are analogous art because they are from 
the similar problem solving area of memory card data. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the security 
feature of Sakakibara to Tomat et al in order to obtain a device capable of protecting 
image information of a memory card. The motivation for doing so would be to protect 
data transfer. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this OfTice action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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